The Polish P.O.W. Games of 1944

de are indebted to Heiko Volk of Michelstadt, W. Germany,
for the following page from his book. The German text of
Mr. Volk's page is transleted into English:

"The Camp-post Aoldenberg existed from 7 May 1942 until it
was closed 25 January 1%45. Each block in the camp which
was occupied by prisoners had a postal station. The mail
boxes wére picked up twice daily. The postal tariffs were
published routinely.

An "Olympic Committee" was elected by the occupants of the
camp for the games at woldenberg to be held from 23 July
until 13 august 1944. Within the camp were several sport
clubs representing certain regions participating in the
following disciplines: 100 meter race, 4x100 meter relay,
long jump, high jump, football, basketball, shot put, vol-
ley ball, handball, boxing and 10 kilometer walk.

The program of the games was printed on a prospectus which
was ornamented with three vignettes showing motifs of the
games of old.

The "Olympic Committee" was not paid and all expenses were
paid by the sale of these vignettes which sold for 1 mark,
1 mark and 3 marks, which was ample.

l  OWNTES

The opening ceremony of the games was of ceremonial char-
acter, After raising the Olympic flag the participants and
guests listened to poems which celebrated the success of
previous Games. We have the members of the Committee to thank
for saving the flag of Woldenberg which is now in the Sport-
Fuseum of Warsaw, Poland."

Note: Further information on Polish P.0.W. games, from 2 other
sources, now follows on 5 following pages. Assorted items that
issued within the Woldenberg and Gross-Born camps are listed
and illustrated.
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"In the Autuma of 1933, afier bloody battles whlch focllowed the
Jazi aggression on Joland, tens of thousandes of Polich =soldiers
werz taken prisoner and spent nors thkan 5 years in Gerren POH
eeups called MErisgegefangenleger" (OPFLAG - Offizierlager).

"The development of social 1ife and socimsl contacts in the samps
recuirsd the organization of comtunication linke between the dozens
of barracks inhabited by thouszands of officers. Undzr the provisions
of the Geneva Jonvention prisoners-of-war have the right to s2t up
their own self-government in the camp., GCn that baals prisoners'
post offices were created.

"The actual printing of stamps was doune In a2 very primitive way as
every single stanp was, as # rule, prinied seperately from smal
woodcute prepared by graphic artists who ware amoung the rOis.
Initially, the stamps were printed on scrnps of n=wsprint and hence
identical stamps wers often made on seversl differsni kinds of paper.
Later paper for the purpose was cbtained through the intermediary of
the Red Zross which made2 the process much essisr,

"The color of the stamps was decided hy a postal commission and then
approved by thke Camp's Chief Postal Officer. Issued also, aside from
stamps, were nostcerds.

"a1l stamps printed in the Joldenlerg PON camp were imperforete, In
Gross-dorn sone editions were perforated with a sharpensd cop-wheel
from a watch, Cencellation postmerks were mads of rubber from worn-
out scles of military boots or fror dameged pas mesks. Hence, they
were not very durable, Despite extreme difficulties and primitive
technolog{, the stamps, aside from their documentary value, repre-
sented a high level of graphic art.

"In the Joldenberg Camp, postal =ervices fanctioned from Fay 12th,
1942, right up to the end, that is to Jenuary 25th, 1945, Thers was
a post office in every barrack and mail was delivered twice daily.

"The Gross-Jorn Camp Zost Cffice was cpened on Lepcamber 3rd, 1943
and was closed down on January 28th, 1945, when th= camp was liguid=ted.
Its activities were carried out on the game basis 28 in “oldendarg.
The money unit in the campe was a park divided iato 1C0 pfennign %pf.).
The proceeds frou the sale of the stampe was eartarksd for the Jidows
2nd Crphans' Fund in foland.

"As is known, ths war preveantasd the holding of the Clympic Games in
1944, Yet, there was a grouap of people who, despite the war, resolved
to orgenize sport contests between... prisoners-of-war,

"Preparations for the games, both in Yoldenberg and in Gross-3orn,
began several weeks bsfore the avent and their organization was sntrust-
ed to the Camp Olympic Committees,

"In Woldenberg the Clympis Committee set up by the POWs, decided to
hold thke games from July 23vd to sugust 13th, 1944. The szorts clubs
in the camps - gach grouping competitors from the different regions of
the country, prepared the prospective participants in the gemes for the
following events: 10C m dash, 1500 p race, 4x100 m relay, long jump,
hop-step-and-jump, shot-put, fooiball, besketball, vollesybell, hardball.
boxing and 10,000 w walk,"

Jredit; The above-quoted information plus the liztings on 4 following
vages are from "Polish Olympic Chroaicle in fhilately® by
Fabien Bura, ~Publisher: Krajowa Azencje dydawnicza, Jarsaw,
1976, 14épp
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The Games of the XIII Olympiad did not take place because of
World War II. But Olympic labels were issued by the Camp Olympic
Committee which was formed in 1944 in the POW camp for Polish
officers in Woldenberg, Poland, In order to popularize camp
games organized by the POW's, three provisional imperforate labels
were printed depicting the Olympic emblem and fragments of Clympic
motifs:

1. 1,0072ZWKS/ acrecss top; Olympic rings/ below. Vignette: head of
a winner crowned with Olympic laurels.
23x30mm, black on green background ..sesscescssssssssssss Hare

2. ZW K8/ across top; 1,00/ at lower left.
Vignette: uninterlaced Olympic rings below, the God Apollo with
an Olympic laurel, behind rings.
23x30mm, black on blue background ...esssesssssssssnsssss HATE

5. ZWKS/ above uninterlaced Olympic rings, at lower right corner;
3,00/ at upper right corner. Vignette: Olympic laurel against
the background of a Greek column.
37Tx22.5mm, black on red background ..cessscsessssssssssss RATE

(ZWKS, "Zwiazek WoJjskowych Klubow Sportowyeh" which translates
"¥ilitary Federated Sport Clubs.") ™" & "3" yalues are marks.

Note: It is not known whether or not the three above labels are
available except as cutouts from the program, considered
below. To quote Mr. Bura, "The Woldenberg labels also
exist separately - pasted on letters."

One program of the mini-Olympics was printed on a special card
embellished with the three, above-described, labels. This card
is illustrated below. Its central text, above the labels, sur-
rounds Olympic rings, in their usual multicolors (mot inferlaced
but with with the upper three rings printed on top of the lower
two rings), The text states: Olympic/Year (rings) Woldenberg
Camp/July 23 August 13/ 1944, in black; the program-text, to
left and right, is black, The ahove descriptions of the three

labels were obtained from this program=-card. ssssssses HATS
(See next page for another program which lists the events of 1
the first four days of the Woldenberg games) 473
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Another rare program card is shown above, It lists
the firat 4 days of the 4ol (the larger cs
previous papge continues ou Ey on to the final THO L
13th). The red stamp, considered below, is not imprinted but has
been af 1d the cencel then applied. The August 13, 1944 cancel
includes & f with the text "Year 1944 Woldenbesrg (amp" above
Olympic rings.

At the motion of the Camp Olympic Committee the camp post,
upon the closure of the Woldenberg games, issued a commemorative
postage-due stamp of 10 pf. face value.

1. POCZTA OB . OF . IIC/ across bottom. Vignette: a runner
breasting a finish-line tape; Clympic rings at upper left;
"O" at lower left.
26x40mm, imperforate, vignette design is white on red, the
1OWEY Taxt Ia Tad yddviss ke ssviinssaiissaneisnseie s 420200
(Meaning of text: Post Office Camp . Officers , Woldenberg)

(Designed by graphic artist Czarnecki. ~Printed on small pieces
of paper, Jjust large enough to hold one stamp, hence, does not
exist in pairs. A total of 17,500 stamps were printed)
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ioldenberg Souvenir Pestcards:
1. 0B0Z IIC/ down upper right side of vignette; POCZTOWKA/ across
upper right portion of card. Vignette, on left: depicts an
athlete rising from the ground and hold high the Olympic torch,
in front of Olympic rings.
151x68mm (overall card), 57x5Tmm (vignette), blue on white

2. Same as 1 but bdlack

3. Same as 1 but red
4, Same as 1 but yellow
5: Same 88 1 DUt ETEEN Jissvisissssssssassssssssesas Aall Rare

(franslation: CAMP IIC POSTCARD)

icte: IIC designates Woldenberg Camp (IIL designates Gross Born Camp)
card is illustrated below with the red Woldenberg stamp affixed
cancelled with ag cancellation that is considered on
pravious i cards.

1 ample of thesge cards is from the collection of
liorris fosen, & noted Olympic philatelist. The color is esarmine-
violet, a rad variety. The two shades of red indicate that
cards exist in color-shades,
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wp issuancee of the Woldenberg and
relate to sports eventes held in
34 atalog for information purposes.
Other items such & ations of admittance to the gamee,
winner's awards, etc. were also issued.
ve are indebted to Msars. 3Bura, Rosen & Volk for their kind
permission to utilize their information and illustrations. We
now conclu thie p
¢.0.d, stamps, on the following page.

sentation via listing the Gross Born 147D
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The news about the Camp Olywpic Committee in the Woldenberg camp
soon reached the Gross-3orn camp situated several dozen kilometsrs
away. There, too, & Jamp Olympic Committee was set up and orgenized
the Gross-Born Games which lasted from July 30th to August 15th. On
the opening day three Olympic stamps were issued.

During the final days - i.e. from August 12th to 15th, the local
philatelists clud (there was one in the camp) organized an exhibition
of stemps. This event was commemorated with a miniature sheet which
depicted the three, above-mentioned Olympic stamps, in different
colors. Only 1155 copies of the sheet were printed. This sheet is
illustrated, with the "Philatelic Exhibition" postmark.

8§ 1. About 140x9%mm (this varies considerably), colors of the
imprinted stamps: 1C pf - lilac, 20 pf - gray-green and
50 pf-brovm B R 8200

The stamps, of same individual design as those on the souvenir
sheet are now listed:

1. POCZTA/ aeross top; 0BOZU II C/ across bottom; 10 (pf.)/ abovs
bottom text, Vignette: Olympic rings surrounded by stylized
laurel leaves. 21x26mm, perf 15 or imperf, red-brown or dark
brown-rose, total edition: 5137

2. Same as 1 but 20 (pf.) and brown or clive-brown,
total edition: 5245

%3, POCZTA . OBOZU . II . D/ across top; OLIMPIADA/ across bottom;
50 (pf.)/ at lower left of vignette area. Vignette: Olympic
rings above a speeding chariot.
38x25mm, oerf 15 or imperf, dark green or emerald-green,

okal adirions 4702 oot of ¥HERR wessicssansunesess $T5
Nos., 1, 2 & 3 were issued in sheets. of ten (2x5)



